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Let Motor Trucks Do Short Haul,
Railroads the Long Haul

A Short Haul EmhargoJSuggestion Respectfully Submitted.

The wise gentlemen in charge of the railroad situation
are aoing tneir best and having hard work.

Why not let motor trucks do the short hauling, wherever
roads are passable, and let railroads concentrate on the long
hauling?

It is the short haul that bothers the railroads.
A long train of freight cars must stop frequently, losa

time and block the tracks, dropping one or two cars here
and there, to meet the short-hau- l demand.

As these cars are stopped, traffic is congested, part of
the power of the locomotive and of the value of the crew is
wasted, as the locomotive and crew with each car dropped
are doing less than they might be doing.

Let a committee of railroad men and business men, with
careful consideration of the needsr interests and rights of
each, look into the question of a SHORT HAUL embargo.

Where the motor truck can do the work, free the rail-
road to that extent.

The modern truck with a trailer can carry a load almost
unbelievable on any fairly good road.

Every ton carried on short haul by a truck means one
ton less for railroads to carry. .

A short-hau- l embargo would mean great saving in
demurrage, releasing freight cars for use in other ways, pre-
venting use of freight cars for storage during slow unloading.

It is notorious, that the small freight shipment, for
short hauls, ties up cars, cutting down their value at least
50 per cent.

In hauling by the motor truck there is no demurrage.
The load goes from the point of LOADING to the point of
DELIVERY. Every minute is saved, for the trailer can be
dropped and the truck can go for another load while the
dropped trailer is unloading.

The cost of hauling by motor truck has been steadily
reduced and is now very low. Allowing for demurrage and
the fact that there is no hauling from the railroad siding to
the point of delivery, it is safe to say that for the short haul
the motor truck is more economical than the freight train.

The engine used by the modern freight hauling automo-
bile is the highest product of science, surpassing in efficiency
and in adaptability the old locomotive.

It is realized by Government and railroads that the
latter have not cars enough to carry the freight of the
country.

Important industries, built up slowly through long
years and of the highest value to the nation, are threatened
with destruction because the railroads cannot take care of
the Government work and at the same time supply these
industries, provide for their incoming and outgoing freight.

There is only one solution TO COMPEL the motor
truck to do as much of the nation's freight carrying as
possible.

The quick road to this success would be an embargo on
the short haul Let the motor truck take care of freight
within twenty-fiv- e to fifty miles of big cities, and even longer
distances. Let railroads concentrate on the long haul and
thus save the constant stopping of trains and shunting of
freight trains, save the use of freight cars as storage ware-
houses on sidings, unload upon the motor truck the hardest,
most expensive. short-ha- ul work of the railroads and in spite
of war, railroads and motor trucks combined will do the nation's
work and make it unnecessary to hinder, cripple or utterly
destroy the national industries.

These industries will be needed when the war ends, and
when the task of this nation will be to substitute for fighting
with bullets, fighting with business brain.

A "Mere Mother5' and the Dog
This Letter, Prom a Washington Lady, Will Not Interest

Those That Put Pet Dogs Ahead" of the Health
and Safety of Children.

One dog, giving doubtless considerable pleasure to its
owner, will frighten a hundred children- - every day, and keep
their mothers in a constant state of anxiety.

That same dog will keep a hundred people awake at
night occasionally. Between times, it hunts out filth indus-
triously, collects and spreads disease germs.

Will somebody tell us something USEFUL that a dog
does in a city?

In discussing the dog question, there are other things
as important as the gentleman whose vanity requires the
flattery of a dog that licks his feet, or the "lonesomeness"
of some woman who, if she chose, might concentrate her af-
fections on a child instead of a dog.

Little attention is paid to the mothers that read with
terror of the attacks of dogs upon children.

Here is a letter from a, mother in Washington, addressed
to the editor of The Times. Such a mother, in our opinion,
deserves at least as much consideration as any dog owner:

Washington, D. C, Nov. 23. I deed worth that of all the animals
To the Editor of The Times.
Dear Sir: As a District mother,

1 want to thank you for the pub-
licity given by The Washington
Times to the case of the little Gar-tre-ll

boy, attacked and bitten by a
vicious hound in Washington the
other day, and 1 would add my
word to the controversy on the dog
'question.

Why there should be any con-
troversy I, as a mere mother of
children, and not a "mother" of
tome pampered animal, cannot
.comprehend. For, to anyone who
has Jcnown the love of a child, the
jife and safety of one child is in- -

f

in tne whole world put together.
The dangerousness of dogs, it

would seem, is but one phase of
the subject, but to mv mind it is
the most serious one. For even the
dog question as it touches upon the
present food situation, important
as that is, is less'so than tho men
ace of these beasts toward the
safety of our little ones.

Why should such a condition be
permitted to exist? Let us all
band together in some way to rid
the District, the whole country, if

possible, of these wild animals
that daily endanger the lives of
innocent children. Truly yours,

MRS. C.

" a iris 'it ft

i?

m mi rwwi nil is.-itww;h- l.' mrmmxit'iB lBxs?w0ziWjfr

my, ,

m V71KI bh mgmi uu.hu j, nmmg-- ' ga ii w i'ji,imir.r Jtrsssss

IS dining, of course, with

HE a woman. To be exact,
she Is dining with him. He

is not In the least in love with her,
but he likes and admires her. Host
of all, he likes to talk to her
especially about himself. She Is
such a good listener!

He begins with the story of his
life. He tells her of bis obscure
origin, of his first start, of his
struggles, his failures, and his suc-

cesses. He tells of business rivals,
of ot "deals," and of
coups.

The woman has common sense.
She listens with absorbed Interest

for such stories are among the
most fascinating in life. They are
the stuff that books are made of,
and few books can give us the
thrill that lies in the hearing of a
good life story, well told with Its
lights and shadows. Its Incidents
and action. Its conscious and un-

conscious revelations of character.
Told s this one Is told, over a

tete-a-te- te dinner in a restaurant,
where the lights are soft and
music Is coming from a distance
the effect is all It should be. The
woman listens with eyes on the
man's face. She Is enthralled by
the story, and she shows it.

The roan's chest swells. He Is a
fine fellow and he knows that he is.
He has made a success not a spec-

tacular one, perhaps, but a real
and lasting one. He is proud of
his success and of all that It has
brought him.

Then suddenly a feeling of self-pi- ty

surges over him. His voice
rails to a minor key.

"But with it all I'm not happy,"
he mutters, sombrely.

Then Hubby Pulls His Dismal
Climax.

The woman knows what is com-

ing. It almost always comes at
this stage. She sighs for herself,
not for him and languidly pro-

duces her lines in the eternal dia-

logue. For her the interest of the
evening ii over.

"Why aren't you happyT" she
softly asks. "You ought to be,
you know. You deserve to be."

He hesitates. A qualm of con-

science troubles him. He recalls
his devoted wife and his three fat,
happy children to all of whom he
himself is devoted slumbering
peacefully at home.

He crumbles a roll. His Im-

pulse is to laugh the thing off But
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for this hour he is a play boy In
the game of life, and the fascina-
tion of the role holds him.

The woman waita. She knows
what is coming as well as he does.
She knows that it will not even
come in a new way.

The roll is a wreck. He plays
with the fragments, still hesitat-
ing. The waiter, with the bill, ap-

proaches delicately and is hastily
waved back.

"Well," the man says, at last
"you see, it's this

He is speaking in low tones, and
the words sound forced from him
against his will. "My wife"

Again a vision of the slumber-
ing, faithful spouse at home dis-

turbs him. But the hour is so
pleasant! However, perhaps, he
can put the confidence in a new
way. He raises his head and looks
straight at the woman. His words
come forth with conviction.

"My wife is one of the best wom-

en in the world," he assures her
positively and in ringing tones.

She nods. Of course, his wife is
one of the best women in the
world. Sho waits. His voice sinks
again to tho minor key. And now,
at last, his conscience soothed by
the tribute he has uttered, comes
the climax for which they have
both been building The Hus-

band's Stock Remark.
"But she doesn't understand

me," he adds, mournfully.
Always the Same Giren.

in the Same Way.
The woman murmurs something

vague but She is
glad it is out, for in a few minutes
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Elizabeth Jordan Writes on Husbands Dining Out

competition," way."

Confidence

sympathetic.

Once-Ove- rs

more she can go home and get a
good night's sleep. She needs that
sleep. She has an engagement
with the dentist for 10 o'clock the
next morning to have a dying
nerve killed, and the dentist is a
man with an unsympathetic souL

She takes up her cue with al-

most too much briskness.
"Oh, she says, "that's very

hard, isn't it? Nothing makes up
for that!"

He gloomily shakes his head.
"What we all want," he mur-

murs, "is understanding. That's
what every man is seeking in life.
And to have it fail him where he
most expects to find it "

"1 know." She produces her sec-
ond sigh. "I suppose she is wholly
absorbed in the children," she sug-
gests after a moment's silence.
"That is often the case with the
maternal typo of woman."

For the third time he sees the
peaceful tableau of the sleeping
wife and the three fat children at
home.

"No, it isn't that exactly," he
says slowly. "It's just "

Then, obviously, he pulls him-

self up. He Impersonates a Man,
a Struggle and a Victory. She can
almost hear him buckling on his
armor, ready for the next plunge
Into life's grim fray. He Is not
happy, but, at least,' he can be
brave. His expression shows this.

"But I mustn't bother you with
my troubles," he says, cheerfully.
"I oughtn't to have mentioned the
matter at all. Only well, I know
you will understand."

He gives her a long look a pa--

Husband or
Wife.

(Copjrliht. 111T. Inttr mUom! Km Service )

As a matter of fact, as a husband or wife, do you not take as a
matter of course any little favors which your life partner extends, and
at the same time are you not on the alert to discern any little frailties?

When you discover the flaw for which you are looking, do you make
any effort to think of some good qualityto counterbalance it?

Is It not a fact that you have lonB since ceaied to look for the good

and constantly are impressed by that which Is annoying and displeasing
to you?

What do you gain by this courss?
And havent you a lot to lose by it?
Why darken the horlson of your own happiness by gathering the

clouds yourself ?
Foolish to do a thine of this sort, Isnt l.tonight, try to think only ofAs you sit around th reading table the

admirable qualities whleh your husband or wife possesses.
You will find yourself smlllnr .ympathetlcally and admlrhuly. nay.

en loiueiy Try It
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Uent, uplifted look which she re-

turns with one of knowledge and
sympathy. He signals to the wait-
er and pays his check, while she
Joyously draws on her gloves.
She Fromlies to Forget, aad She

Does It
When they reach the door of her

home she gives him her hand.
'Thank you for telling me," she

says, deeply. He presses the hand.
"And thank you for understand-ln- g.

But please forget It. too.
You know I don't often I've never
before "

"I know, and Indeed, I shall for-

get." she heartily assures him.
And she does forget In fifteen
minutes.

"Thank you. This has been an
oasis. Good night."

On the way home in the taxi-ca- b

he smiles to himself In the dark-
ness. Life has Its Interesting mo-

ments, he reflects, and an occa-
sional very mild flirtation braces'
a man up Immensely. Then his
mood changes.

Of course It was rather awful to
say a thing like that about his
wife bless her 'loyal and devoted
little heart! He hoped he hadnt
beenalsunderstood. But then a
man always says more than he
means when he Is talking to a
pretty woman. And his guest had
looked so sorry tor him!

His bathrobe, his bath, aad his
slippers are ready for him. as
usual, when he reaches home. So
is a plate of sandwiches which ha
leaves untouched. He drops Into
a big chair before the open. fire,
yawns, and lights a dear.

The clock strikes midnight.
Simultaneously the door of Ms
room opins and his wlf nters-Sh- e

Is wearing a wrapper over-- her
nightgown and she looks singular-

ly young and pretty. Their gret-ln- g

shows the d.p love and under-

standing of the happily-marri- ed

pair.
"And what was It tonight, dear?"

she asks, affectionately. "Busi-

ness, or an oasis?"
"An oasis. I took your friend,

Mildred Houstan. to dinner."
She smiles.
"I'll trust you with Millie any

time." she tells him. "She has so

much common sense."
He yawns again.
"Yes, Millie Is a nice woman,"

he says with slnoere Indifference.
The only trouble with her Is thtt
the talks too wueni

t

More About Street Cars
Is the" Public Utilities CeaKUskxi AAspate U MawHe the SUmUm?

By EABrL GOD WIN.
A certain number of neonfe must be transported from nnrt

jpart of the city te another every morning and every evening.
.If the present facilities tire inadequate there should be found.
a way.to provide further facilities. No excuses can.be accepted
because more people ajg coming here for the country's wai
work all the time, and very soon street car transportation in
Washington will be a big war item. It is important and
vitally essential that the people engaged in the nation's war
business should be able to get to their tasks on time.

People who are outrageously jammed-int- o overcrowded
streets cars twice a day wonder whether there is any way
to better conditions. They are told that there is a public
utilities commission. The subjoined letter is a sample of the
aueries reaching

commission:
the writer on the subject of utilities and

"la view of th chaotla conations
In eur.strstt railway service, woat
yera publish la The Ttiata a ateU-me- at

aBowla Jat what authority
under Ihm Iaw th Tnfcifi rritbi.
CosualadoB. has a nsartta th rsa-o- -

latum-e-r ta jmSUo nUUUta la th
District.

"Two thlags r clearly vMat as
regards th rSIaltoa of th" Public
TJUlltlts Ccmmlaalon to th street

light,
power

railway iltnatlonr
dos eomsolsstca

sufficient
railways,

fulfilling- -

turn!
discussion

point.
"ttrr truly,

"BALPK HOAGLAN1X"
Jrrlag northeast.

Mr. Hoagland undoubtedly has reference to that feature
with which he comes in contact daily-th- e crowded street
cars.

Should he read the long and comprehensive public utili-
ties law he would find that the second section provides:

"That every public utility doing business within,
the District of Columbia is required to furnish service
and facilities, reasonably safe and adequate and in all
respects just and reasonable."

Just at present that paragraph sticks out like
thumb.

The Publio Utilities Commission given considerable
power, and is also given considerable work to do. The law is

lonsr one. but in eeneral it reauires the street car com
panies, the.electrio light company, the telephone company
and all utilities to give good service at reasonable of
pay. xnere are certain improvements wmen coma oa maas
in the law, but in genera the law gives the commission con-
siderable authority.

"The commission Bhall have power, after hearing,
and notice by order in writing, to require and compel
every publio utility to comply with of this
section."

The first job the commission had was to ascertain the
valuation of the street car companies, and then figure rea
sonable return on the investment, so as to be able to set the
proper fare to be charged to the public One railroad, ihe
Washington Bailway and Electric Co., made it harder than
was necessary for tne commission to get an tno racts. How-
ever, this work is about done and commission is about

announce its conclusions.
As sure as the sun rose this morning, the valuation

set "by the commission low; if the "Washington Eailway
anct Electric Co. wants you Xo believe-it- s watered stock is
worth, the millions its directors would havfr you believe
worth, the entire matter' will be taken to the courts where
many weary months will be spent in wrangling between high,
priced experts. Already over two hundred thousand dollars
of your money has been spent by the commission in getting
its facts and would not be surprising if all this work had
to be done over again in court at ihe same enormous cost.

THIS is story. But there are thousands of new
residents of "Washington who wonder why the National
Capital cursed with so perverse car system.

The Public Utilities Commission is in reality the District
Commissioners, backed by office force of experts.

is an open question whether Congress made
error in clothing the Commissioners with the powers of

utilities commission, but inasmuch as placed added
Enblic men already with their hands full, it would seem
that independent commission would have been n bettor
way to handle the street railroads.

But this seems
The railroad situation was not solved by" the creation of

commission. The situation grows worse every day. The
real answer Government ownership.

HEABD AND SEEN
And as John F. Morgan says:

Government had done the
tMnr lane axo: If it had

..v ih tr cower at Great
Falls, we could have had heat.
and In puoiio uuuucs uu
In our homes what we now have
just a little light"

TV... ! eomethlncr in what DR.
WALLACE RADCLIFFB proposes.
We have a meatless day, and most
t n. him oxnerieneed heatless days

this fall; we also have a
wheatless day. Now Dr. Hadcliffe
suggests going the entire way and

.3Vf. n atlesi dav. That really
would save something.

.lnnr with RAD- -

CUFFJrS eaUess day, says LIEUT.
MORTIMER D. EASTON. Is news
that there a ibisb
famine.

stokzo TWEEDALE. auditor
for the District, has received a

from J. Calvin yeatter, lormeny
a bookkeeper in the District build
ing, tniorming iweeoaie ut no

My Dear Elr:
From th standpoint of tenant In

apartment houio ther IS another
pheee to the ettuatlon mentioned by

your recent edltorUL
I am a tenant In a Urr epertment

houi In th northweit, ana have
been kept awake for th psit month
by th baby next door. W ar

by th Oorenunent In caput-i- t
reazlic doe application and

concentration of thoncht, but after
1lnc awake night after night,
ten Iranln. hotr the lct of sleep

(1) Either th
law set rflri. th

authority to th
strt ir (2) th commis-
sion ! not Its duty.
. "This Ij th of th proposi-

tion aad all "othir Is sld

th
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has been commissioned a first lieu- -
tenant. He is at Chattanooga.

Senator JAMES HAMILTON
LEWIS of Illinois says the District
of Columbia should be a State. Of
course. It not only should havs
representation in Congress, but, like
any other State, it should be allowed
to make its own laws.

FRANK WAGNER, fire chief,
says children and matches and mice
and matches make two of the worst
combinations a fire department has
to deal with.

When CHAMP CLARIC predicted
a long term tor the coming session
of Congress he probably bad In mind
that a dozen members of the. House
have been In the trenches and will
want to make war speeches every
afternoon.

Added to the- horrors of war comes
the complaint of a young lady that
she could not get any sugar in her
chocolate at a well-know- n F atreet
luncheon place.

Advocate of Childless Apartments
Will affect, not only our work, bat our
helth n well.

As you know, people with children
can e only their own elde of th
question, and get very uty If any-

one thinks there U another pheee to
It. From the owner's point of view I
can underetand why thy would reth-- .

et have tentnts without children. All
one lie to do le to look. t the worn
oat yarde. dlehereled bedrer. and een-
eral alr'of neclect In an apartment
where there are children, to realize
why nobody want to be bothered
with them. S. C BEL.TON.


